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but the light was already failing, and the country full of
hollows, and we found no one.

After the meal Sa'id came to me for information about
Europe. When I turned out an atlas he was interested
beyond my expectation. I wrote the names of some of the
capital cities in Arabic for him. The red, I explained,
showed the extent of the British Empire. "It is, as you see,"
I said, "very large." He looked over the map from end to
end and remarked that the red made it appear that the
world had a disease. Before I had recovered from this he
added that he had never known until now that the world
was a square with Khartoum in the middle.

I made a note in my pocket-book to write for a globe with
the British Empire shown in green, the colour for peace and
Islam, and did my best to enlighten him as to the true shape
of the world before turning to bed*

When I awoke the next morning I heard our Bedouin
guide saying to his companion, who was making the fire
with camel-dung, "Ya Rashid ma lak sina* al Jalla"
("Rashid, you have not the technique of the camel-dung").
The dried camel-dung makes an excellent fire for the
coffee-hearth.

In the mid-morning halting-place a Bedouin tending a
sick camel offered to sell it to us for meat. When we refused
he drew Ms knife and sat to wait for its death. As soon as
he was certain that it was dying he killed it. Meat which is
not "sacrificed" is forbidden, so the animal had to be alive
and then killed, not merely having died of old age, before
he could eat it. On the other hand, it would have been
foolishly wasteful to have killed unless he were quite certain
that it was going to die. The smell of the camel's blood
came down the wind to us.

The grazing in the westerly deserts is luxuriant, and there
were small copses and acacia-trees* We stopped at Patina,
in a gentle wooded dip, for the siesta hour. Some gazelle
galloped away as we arrived. It was not a hot day, but all
at once we found ourselves overcome with sleepiness.

It was so sudden that we felt alarmed and decided to go